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SECTION A SATURDAY MORNING, JULY 34. 1936 
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THE PITCH SCRIPT. 


Johnny Thunder 
& 
The Orient Expedition 


(Based on the LEGCU Beries) 
Written by Nelson Marques Costa 


ExT. MONGOLIAN DESERT - SUNSET 
Close up on a single Lego Klock half imbedded im the dirt. In 
the far distance the dim outline of mountaing can be seén. 


A beat passes. 


The camera swings around to reveal a trail of Lego blocks atrewn 
along a trail of tire tracks stretching into the distance. A 
gmall dust cloud can be seen. 


Insert Title Card: "If imagination has a name it must be_" 


Aman with a hat is driving a Lego jeep at a break-neck gpeed, 
struggling to keep control. He is fleeing Lord 6am Sinister. We 
meet Johnny Thunder at the tail end of another adventure. Johnny 
has the dragon's eye, an ancient jewel. He has been in competi- 
tion with Lord Sinister over the jewel for six months... ah, but 
that is another story. 


While driving Johnny looks at 4 map {the Johnny Thunder packag- 
ing icon realized in 3D). He tosses the map away. On Ehe dash- 
board, a picture of his girlfriend, Pippin Reed flutters in the 
high winds. It catches his eye. He regards it for a moment, 
thinking, "Too bad Pipin is missing this adventure". With steely 
determination, he reaches down and rips up a piece of the dash- 
board. Leaning forward, he jams if on the accelerator. 


peed. 


The jeep jumps forward with a burst of 5 


Johnny jumps to the back eab of the jeep, and starts te rip up 


the side paneling, slamming it down extending perpendicular from 
the jeep. He rips up 4 smaller piece and snaps it into place. 


Johnny is completely unconcerned that he is furiously racing 
towards the edge of a cliff. Johnny makes his way to the frone 
grill of the careening wehicle, and is desperately holding onte 
the makeshift Propeller, barely maintaining his grip!! The Jeep 
is being drawn to the edge of rhe cliff like an iren filing to 4 
fagqnet, 
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Jang! 


THE PITCH SCRIPT. 


Through buffeting winds, and gstrength of will, he slams the propeller 
into place. It goes over Ene edge, and dips inte space, drepping, drop- 
ping, dropping. 


All we can do is hold our breath and wait. 


Rt the last second the plane soars [to safety! He has efEeactively trans 
formed the jeep into a plane and our hero cheats peril once againt!| 


The jeep / plane swoops by the camera and ia upped as @ wipe Eo... 
Tnsert Title Gard: "Jonnny Thunder" 
EXT. SEY OVER MONGOLIAN DESERT - CONTTINUCUS 


Johnny Thunder, fAow nileting the plane, finally has time to relax. He 
amilee to himself as he marvels at the jowel’s beauty. 


JOHN‘ 

{adjusting his hat! 

ah, Good on ya Johnny, ain't she a bute? 

A beat pastes 

From behind Johnny at the back of the jeep a hook slams down and embeds 
iteelf into the plaatic. .- : rainea himself up! 

The beautiful emerald jewel reflect in Lord Sinister's monocle. 

cuT To: 

Insert Title Card; "Johnny Thunder and the Orient Expedition" 


Pulling cut we see the title haa a serpent wrapped around it. [E's eye 
is the same jewel. 


JOHNNY (V¥.0 
Crickey! 


E 


ehen fades to black, leaving the glowing Eye of the Dragon, 


Revision 
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STORYBOARD EVOLUTION 
‘ ‘ 
The action sequences started out as scribbles . ee 
on @ pad of paper, Ideas were tossed as new 
ones emerged, I drew tighter drawings 50 ° final storyboards: 
the storyboard artist could decipher then, r 
the next page contains stills from the _ 
plich; a 


oe 
vie | 


original thumboat 
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«CHARACTER DESIGN | 


In order to allow for more range of 
motion in the characters, the legs and 
‘ arms were extended slightly, 
=< 4 : 


\ 
\ 
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Sketohes indicating the 

range of movement 

required for this short 
~ fim, * 
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"CHARACTER DESIGN 


Johnnin¥ Thunder 
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"RENDERED BACKGROUNDS 
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Preliminary drawing of the cliff 
Johnny Thunder ramps off, 


This 15 an orthographic view of 
the environment displaying the 
path of the action as well as 
the camera angles, 
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BACKGROUND PAINTINGS PF 
Since the story harkens back to an old pulp style, 1 felt : the animation 
should be rooted in an older animation.style; the Warner Brothers landscape, 


a 


[ made & con&ious desicion to not make 
the backeroinds (.5, The backherounds 
are designed with a painterly tech- 
Tiigqua, This not only pop’ s the chareac- 
ters’ cot, bit also ereates & new style 
that inclodes al] the depth of 3 diman- 
sions, This enables the beckgeround 
Paintings to evoke & simpler vet his- 
torical feel ‘to the film, Each element 
stands out complimenting each other, 
merging twO into ona, 


ead creative directer" 8 Soncept painting, 


Water colour painting of colour pallette, 
foy Allan Walker, Matte Painter) 


Concept cliff painting sample, 
{by Allan Walker, Matte Painter) 
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ACTUAL RENDERED MATTE PAINTINGS 
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Bach rock is individualy peinted 
jand placed in the 30 environment, 
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STILLS GALLERY 
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